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FOREWORD 



"And my lips shall utter knowledge clearly" Job 33,3 






Expression is one of the oldest and most important of pedagogical subjects, 



and one which no generation of teachers has ignored. Much has already been 
written about the indivisible link existing between thought and language^ 
and it has long been recognized that verbal expression constitutes the stimulus 



Circumstances. Life, whether in the limited framework of each individual’s 



circle, or in the wider framework of society at large, is impossible without 
communication, i.e. without written or oral expression. And with literacy 
now a general possession, the possibilities for such expression have been 
made available to all. 

It would seem that in no other generation has there been so much em- 
phasis placed on the importance of communication as there has been in our 

pwn "alienated" times. Even if we do not completely accept the optimism 

2 

Shown by Hayakawa , who sees language as the principal key to peace between 

1) For the approach put forward by Cassirer, see ADAR Z., "The Humanities in 
Secondary Education", p. 30. Also the detailed bibliography attached 
to this book. 



2) S.I. Hayakawa, "Language in Thought and Action, foreward; N.T. Hare our t 
& Co. , 1949. 



for human culture. And just as expression is of prime importance in man's 



spiritual world, so too, is it possessed of great importance in his social 
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men and nations, nevertheless there is no doubt but that much importance is 
attached both to language and the clarity of expression. 

Yet nevertheless, it seems that written expression is, just at this 
precise point, in the doldrums. This is not to say that our generation 
boasts fewer people who can give adequate expression to their thoughts than 
there were in the past; but rather that at & time when literacy has become a 
general possession, it is no more the concern of the individual, and for many 
people., clarifying their thoughts remains difficult. 

The aim of this practical research project is, on the one hand, not 
concerned with clarifying whether the causes for this state of affairs spring 
from objective difficulties inherent in mass teaching, nor, on* the other hand, 
with ascertaining whether they must be sought, at least partially, in modern 
pedagogical methods which emphasise the principle of free creativity; ^nor yet 
does it set out to determine whether there are other reasons for the low 
level of written expression. 

Israel is no exception to this general condition. Here too, the level 
of expression is low. Schoolteachers, examiners making high school leaving 
certificate examination papers and university lecturers all claim that they 
experience difficulty in understanding what their students write. Consistent 
and repeated complaints point to a lack of clarity in thought and expression 

l) The system generally adopted of teaching written expression in France, 
the lepom expliquee, is thought-provoking as regards this point. Under 
this system, many hours are devoted to the students' analysis and imitation 
of written work of a high standard, used as examples of correct style. 
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and to muddled and disorganized writing which expresses itself in a failure 
to produce a logical sequence of ideas or correctly worded thought. 

This general conclusion has received confirmation as a result of 
more precise examination, A research study published in 1963^ reported that 
the average mark gained by .students taking the high school leaving certificate 
examination in composition was 6.38, with the spread of marks being as follows % 







Mark 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Sigma 


$ of 

Compositions 


0.8 


10.6 


45.3 


36.2 


6.9 


0.2 


- 


0.84 



When, at the beginning of 1965, we examined the standard of composition 
writing in the 10th grade (age 15/16) we saw similar results s the average 
mark was 6,3. Marks were composed as follows: logic - 6.6, syntax - 6.55 

(including punctuation - 5.88), language - 6.1, methods of clarifying ideas 




5.9. The average mark in the 11th grade was 6.57. 

The problem posed by the low level of achievement in written expression 

is one which continues to occupy both teachers and educational research 

workers. It will be sufficient to point to the chapter devoted to research 

in the last Education Index in order to illustrate the extent to which research 

2 *. 

work is concentrated on this issue. The series of practical experiments 
undertaken in secondary schools described by A, Jewett (see the bibliographical 
appendix) is also of interest to us especially since, as happened in our own 



work, the teachers taking part in these experiments also tried out a number 

1) Or, Leah, ’’The Reliability of the School Leaving Certificate Examinations" , 
Megamot, Vol. 12, No. 3, Jerusalem, March 1963. The article reports on a 
research project carried out by the Szold Institute in which results of 
several years School Leaving Certificate examinations were analyzed. The 
article does not state the exact year from which the above marks' picture 
was drawn. 

2) Education Index, M.A. Seng, Editor. 
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